
 
YELLOWSTONE RIVER CONSERVATION DISTRICT COUNCIL 

 
CONSERVATION DISTRICT MEMBERS:  Carbon, Custer, Dawson, Park, Prairie, Richland, Rosebud, 

Stillwater, Sweet Grass, Treasure, Yellowstone, McKenzie County North Dakota, RAC Chairman 
 

Meeting Minutes   --  August 29, 2007 
 
                                                      Missouri-Yellowstone  Confluence Interpretive Center 
 
Members Present:  Paul Gilbert, Sweet Grass CD; Tony Barone, Richland CD; Kenny Nemitz, Dawson CD; Don 
Youngbauer, Rosebud CD; Phil Fox, Treasure CD; Bob Hector, Yellowstone CD; Walter Borntragger, Prairie CD; 
Walter Rolf, Custer CD; Steve Story, Stillwater CD; Luther Waterland, MACD; and Orvin Finsaas, McKenzie CD.  
 
Others Present:   Greg Johnson, COE; Warren Kellogg, NRCS/TAC; Burt Williams, TAC-TNC; Dale Vermillion, 
RAC; Gay Easton, Yellowstone CD; Clay Walker, Dawson CD; Laurie Zeller, DNRC; Liz Ching, Baucus’s Office; 
Sarah Carlson, MACD; Laurie Kelley and Bobbi Vanattan, Rosebud CD; Laverne Ivie, Yellowstone CD; Nicole 
McClain, YRCDC Coordinator, Kelly Norwood, Project Assistant and Carol Watts, Custer CD Administrator. 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                           
Chairman Don Youngbauer called the meeting to order at 3:35 pm on Wednesday August 29, 2007.  Introductions followed. 
 
TAC Update:   See Warren’s attached TAC meeting notes for additional details.  Warren asked for approval on a “request for 
proposal” that was put out to do a human impacts timeline on the physical features inventory that NRCS mapped on the river in 
2001.  The contractor will review historic aerial photography and determine when certain structures were built in the river and find 
out what impacts those structures have had on the river over time.  One entity responded with a proposal out of five RFPs that were 
sent out.  DTM proposed to do the study for $31,800.00.  Warren passed around the copy of the proposal.  It was decided to have a 
professional contractor do this work instead of using students from MSU.   The funding comes out of the 2005 RDGP grant.  
Stillwater, Yellowstone and Dawson Counties will be done under this contract because of the LiDAR topographic mapping is 
available for those counties. The remaining counties will be done later.  Tony Barone made a motion to approve DTM to do the 
work, Walter Rolf seconded and the motion carried.  
 
Warren yielded the floor to George Jordan for an update on the revised fisheries scope of work. This scope of work links fisheries 
with geomorphology.  There are 3 components of the study.  1. Habitat uses, they will collect fish from various habitat types to 
determine how the river is being used by certain fish.  2. Look at the secondary channels of the river for the same purpose. 3.  Look 
at the cumulative effects over time.  FWP Matt Jaeger will provide an in-kind contribution from a related fish habitat study.  
George Jordan said he was keeping Will Alexander, the Council’s representative for this scope of work, informed of these 
revisions. 
 
Greg Johnson, ACOE presented his plan to spend the money directed to him in the 2007 budget.  He wants to spend the remaining 
money on the fisheries study.  Warren asked the Council to back Greg’s plan saying that the TAC was in favor of it.  Paul Gilbert 
made the motion to approve the plan, Bob Hector seconded and the motion carried.  
 
Greg Johnson also gave a brief update on the topographic mapping.  The cost of the mapping will be $ 614,000.00, the balance of 
the counties will be flown this fall.  Bathymetry will not be included in this mapping as it played such a small part in the hydraulics 
modeling.  The expense is not justified.   
 
The Intake Position paper was read by Nicole McClain, coordinator for the Council.  This has been discussed at previous meetings 
and no changes have been made.   Paul Gilbert made a motion to accept the position paper, Orvin Finsaas seconded.  The motion 
was approved with one dissenting vote.  There was additional discussion following the approved motion.  Don Youngbauer stated 
that there should be more discussion at the next meeting.  Warren Kellogg commented that developing an implementation strategy 
for this position paper should be the next step and that might address some of the concerns expressed. 
 
Business Meeting:   Carol Watts provided the Council members with a financial statement of the activity in the account since our 
last business meeting in June.  She also provided a grant statement showing the balance in the grants.  Carol commented that the 
second half of the 2006-2007 Pass Through grant is now completely closed out and will not appear on the next statement.  Steve 
Story made a motion to accept the finance reports, Tony Barone seconded and the motion carried.  The July minutes were 
approved after two small typos were corrected. Paul Gilbert made the motion, Tony Barone seconded and the motion carried. 
  



Coordinator’s Report:   Nicole handed out a report of her activities.  She has visited one CD and is having some difficulty 
scheduling other eastern CD’s because the meetings all fall in different weeks.  The NRCS CIG grant was not funded, there was an 
explanation put in all the Council member’s packets that were mailed out before the meeting.  The PPL Community Fund 
application has been submitted, a copy of that is in the packet as well.  A list of trainings and workshops were listed. 
  
 Under correspondence there was an invitation to the T&Y Fish Passage Dedication on September 19, 2007.  Nicole noted that 
attendees must RSVP by September 9. A letter was received from Dawson County regarding the ice jam flooding.  Richland 
County sent an invitation to the Area 2 meeting on September 25.  A letter of support has been sent to Park CD in regard to their 
RDGP grant application for their project at Fleshman Creek.  Montana Watercourse is proposing to help the YRCDC with their 
outreach activities.  This item is tabled until our next meeting. 
 
Nicole said that the roll up display would be available for viewing and comment after the meeting.  Markers will be provided and 
the Council members are encouraged to mark up the map with their suggestions.  The watershed grant that pays for the display has 
been extended until December 30, 2007. 
 
Nicole called on Sarah Carlson, MACD to explain the 2007 NACD Collaborative Conservation Award.  The award will recognize 
conservation districts that exemplify innovative collaborative conservation efforts by drawing upon various partnerships.  A single 
conservation district must be the applicant. Bob Hector urged that we take advantage of the opportunity to promote the clean up 
project.  Walter Rolf said he was comfortable with the Custer CD being nominated; Rosebud CD said they were willing to submit 
the application. 
 
Sarah Carlson asked if the YRCDC was interested in a partner meeting during the convention.  The MACD convention will be 
held November 14 and 15 in Bozeman.  No decision was made. 
 
Nicole passed out an example of an annual report that could also be used as a promotional piece.  The annual report and a revised 
budget will be a priority for Nicole’s September work plan. 
 
 
Chairman’s Report:   Don Youngbauer said he felt that the Council was at the point where it was critical for the Intake Project to 
be presented correctly as a model for future projects.  Don said he thought that the river tour was a tremendous success because we 
were able to visit with the COE.  Don also thinks that the meeting with the Missouri river group will be a wonderful way for the 
two groups to gain knowledge and encouragement from each other.  
 
Vice-Chairman’s Report:  Bob Hector passed around a sheet that reflected the accomplishments of the Yellowstone River clean 
up project.  A report will be made specific to each conservation district.  Bob Hector is hoping that the individual districts will be 
interested in continuing on with the process.   He did state that we needed to be careful with how we proceed and he asked that 
each district would discuss the clean up in their area and see what they wanted to do in the future.  There will be more discussion at 
next month’s meeting. 
 
RAC Update:  Dale Vermillion spoke for John Moorhouse who could not attend and said that there had been no activity to report 
for the RAC. 
 
Public Comment:   There was no public comment. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 5:35 pm.  There will be no meeting in September unless a tele-conference is necessary.  The next 
meeting will be October 18, 2007 in Billings. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Carol Watts, CCCD Administrator  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



YRCDC TAC Meeting Notes 
Miles City, Montana 
August 21, 2007 
 
Biology 
Fisheries Scope of Work:  Dr. Bob Bramblett (MSU) and George Jordan went over the most recent draft of the Fisheries SOW 
revised to address the ACOE and TAC’s comments.  In concept, the latest draft seemed to satisfy the TAC members.  Final 
comments will be sent to George by Thursday 8/23.  George will organize a meeting with the geomorphology and fisheries people 
(TAC, FW&P and MSU) to assure compatibility between the geomorphology and fisheries scopes, review Matt Jaeger’s (FW&P) 
habitat delineations, and to discuss field site selection and sampling methods.  This meeting will be held before the next TAC 
meeting scheduled for October 24th, possibly the day before.  The ACOE will partially fund the fisheries scope with 2007 funds 
(90-100K) and fund the remaining scope budget with future ACOE funds.  Once the TAC sends in their final comments, the draft 
fisheries scope and budget will be sent to Will Alexander (Council’s fisheries contact) later this week and will be discussed with 
the Council at their 8/29 meeting. 
 
Wetlands Scope of Work:  Greg Kudray has recently submitted the latest draft of the Wetlands SOW that includes two options.  
One is to complete NWI mapping on the entire Yellowstone River corridor.  The other option is to do NWI mapping on a random 
or systematic sampling basis (lower cost).   The option of doing the full NWI mapping on the Yellowstone would be contingent 
upon bringing in other partners to pick up the additional costs.  Final comments on the draft are due to George Jordan by 
September 15th.  The TAC will invite wetland specialists to a TAC meeting sometime late this fall/winter to discuss the proposed 
SOW and their willingness to participate financially in the option to do full NWI mapping.  How best to characterize wetland 
function in the context of the questions posed in the Wetland SOW and the overall cumulative effects analysis will also be a topic 
for discussion. 
 
Riparian Scope of Work:  Tony Thatcher (DTM Consulting) gave an up-date on the riparian database that they are building.  It is 
nearly complete.  There will be one more review by Warren Kellogg before it is completed.   
 
Hydrology/Hydraulics/Geomorphology 
Topographic Mapping:  Greg Johnson reported on the status of the Lidar topographic mapping.  A contract has been negotiated 
and awarded to a prequalified ACOE vendor (Eizenbrun & Ass. & their subcontractor Wopert) to completed the Lidar topographic 
mapping and high resolution orthophotos on the remaining counties (615K).  There will not be any bathymetry collected under this 
contract.  They will collect the data in October and deliver the final topo mapping by July 2008.  It was suggested that they do the 
orthophotography earlier than October before the turns color and falls.  The topo mapping specifications are 1 meter contour 
accuracy.  The ACOE will inquire to see if they will deliver individual counties earlier as they become available. 
 
Channel Migration Zone Mapping:  Karin Boyd gave an up-date on the progress regarding the CMZ mapping in Dawson, 
Yellowstone, and Stillwater Counties.  The mapping for these three counties is expected to be completed this fall.  It has been 
suggested that the CMZ mapping for the remaining counties should be delayed until next summer when the Lidar topographic data 
will become available.  
 
Information Management/GIS 
Information Management/GIS SOW:  Another iteration of the Information Management SOW will be sent out for review and 
comment.  Nicole will take the lead on this. 
 
GIS/Geomorphology Product Summary:   
GIS Services Contract: 
Work Order #1:  Geomorphic Parameters   11K (2003 RDG grant) 
Work Order #2:  Inundation Mapping 30K 
Work Order #3:  Geomorphic Parameters 15K 
Work Order #4:  CEA/Riparian Database 19K 
 
2005 RDG Grant Funds (112K obligated to-date): 
Work Order #2,3,&4:  64K 
CMZ Mapping Contract 43K 
MDT Photos   1.8K 
NRIS Contract   3K 
 
Human Impacts Timeline:  Jim Robinson went over the Human Impacts Timeline RFP results.  Only one respondent submitted a 
proposal.  That was DTM at a cost of $31,800.  This will be brought to the YRCDC for their review and approval. 
 



310 Web Application:  Tony Thatcher (DTM Consulting) gave an up-date on progress being made on the 310 web application 
project.  They will require another 6 weeks to complete the prototype.  We will then take it to the Yellowstone CD and then the 
YRCDC this fall and winter. 
 
Public Participation 
Public Participation SOW:  In the Project Management Plan (PMP), the current Public Participation SOW is very general and 
serves as only a placeholder.  This SOW needs to be fleshed out.  Nicole will take the lead on this. 
 
 
BMPs and Position Papers 
Russian Olive:  The TAC will contact John Morehouse (RAC Chair) to set up a meeting to develop a draft strategy on 
implementing the Russian Olive BMP.  Warren Kellogg and Ken Frazier (TAC members) will participate in this meeting.  It was 
also suggested to invite Scott Bockness (Yellowstone County Weed Supervisor) and Stacy Barta (Sweet Grass County Weed 
Supervisor) to this discussion. 
 
Intake Diversion Position Paper:  The final draft will be discussed with the YRCDC at their 8/29 meeting. 
 
City of Glendive Position Paper:  The initial draft of this position paper will be presented to the YRCDC at their 8/29 meeting. 
 
Budget 
Yellowstone River CES:  Greg Johnson reported that the ACOE FFY 2008 budget for the Yellowstone River cumulative effects 
study has not yet been decided.  The House version is 200K and the Senate version is 500K. 
 
2007 Water Resources Development Act:  WRDA legislation passed the House and is in the Senate.  The current bill provides for 
increased ACOE authority to complete projects in the Yellowstone River Basin.  A question was asked on whether the Missouri 
River Recovery Program could be used to help fund the Yellowstone River CES. 
 
Next TAC Meeting 
The next Yellowstone River TAC meeting is tentatively scheduled for October 24th in Billings.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


